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Christmas approaches—
and isn’t it a season for 
family?  I’ve been wanting 
for some time now to put 
together an occasional 
newsletter for our exten-
sive family connection.  
There’s no better time than 
the days before Christmas 
to think about all of you—
those I know, those I’ve 
met in cyberspace—and to 
send this first effort as my 
holiday greeting this year.  

In 1975, my family and I 
just had moved into the 
parsonage of the Emerick-
ville United Methodist 
Charge in Jefferson 
County, Pennsylvania.  
Jennifer was five years old, 
and Adam just two.   My 
Grandmother Marshall 
(Florence Williams Mar-
shall) reminded me that 
my grandfather, Clifford 
W. Marshall, had been 

born in Reynoldsville—a 
few miles away—and that 
he had cousins in the area. 

The first person she sug-
gested I look up was Laura 
Heffner Wilson, the 
daughter of my grandfa-
ther's Aunt Kate Marshall 
Heffner.  Getting to know 
Laura and her husband 
Meredith was that piece of 
good fortune which set me 
on the track of what be-
came the on-again—off-
again project of my adult 
life: finding the story of 
our Marshall ancestors 
and their related fami-
lies. 

I worked hard at the task 
between 1975 and 1981 
and produced a booklet 
called “Papers of Interest to 

Descendants of John Mar-

shall and Catharina Truby  

Rohrer.”  Then I put the 

project aside for over 20 
years.  In 2002, my daugh-
ter Jennifer—then a Ph.D. 
candidate in the area of 
archival and preservation 
studies at the University of 
Pittsburgh—urged me to 
“do something” with all 
those files from two dec-
ades ago.  She reminded 
me that the computer age 
had arrived and that I 
owed it to myself and the 
family to make that re-
search generally available.       
(continued on page 2) 
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Where Are Your Children?  What Are They Doing? 
We share such a different 
world than the one our an-
cestors knew in Western 
Pennsylvania!  For one 
thing, our children and 
grandchildren are every-
where. One good aspect of 
this occasional family news-
letter will be sharing with 
each other something of their 
lives and locations.   

I’ve started small in this 
premier issue with articles 
about my nephew Jared 
Hawk and the new grand-
child of my cousin Connie 
Mondok.  As well, you’ll see 
a photo from July 2004 of 
my grandson Eli Reese 
Marshall, with his father 
Adam, me, and my father, 
P. J. Marshall. 

Contribute!   

Mail or email me infor-
mation and photos, and 
I’ll make sure they get 
into print!  Send me the 
addresses, also, of your 
children and grandchil-
dren so that they can 
learn about their Mar-
shall kin and our fam-
ily’s many stories. 
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When John and Catharina Marshall 
took their six children (two Rohrers and 
four Marshalls) to New Lancaster, Ohio, 
in late 1805, they intended there to 
build a new life in a new state and a 
new and promising town.  Their dreams 
were shattered in July and August 
1806, when both parents died of a fever.   

Catharina’s sister Mary Ann “Polly” 
Truby Hovey (1775-1868) brought the 
children back to western Pennsylvania  
and with her husband, Dr. Simeon 
Hovey, made a home for some of them 
at Happy Retreat in the extreme north-
western tip of Armstrong County, on the 
western bluff above the Allegheny River 
in what is today Hovey Township.  They 
and their Truby kinfolk appear to 
have reared the six children in and 
around present-day Parker, Pennsyl-

vania—with the exception of Frederick 
A. Rohrer, who was reared in Greens-
burg.  

“Aunt Hovey” was  godmother  of Mary 
Ann Marshall Bailey (1804-1895)—a 
baby at the time of the Marshalls’ 
deaths.  The Hoveys seem to have had a 
special relationship with her and her 
brother Samuel Marshall (1801-1835), 
who lies buried next to them in the 
Parker Presbyterian Cemetery.  Strong 
indirect evidence exists in the form of 
the names of “grandchildren” of the 
Hoveys—evidence pointing to the impor-
tance of these two parent figures to 
Samuel, John, and Mary Ann Mar-
shall and to Elizabeth Rohrer Robin-
son.  These indirect naming clues point 
also to the close relationship among five 
of the six siblings, with Andrew Mar-

shall apparently absent in this evidence 
trail. 

Mary Ann died at age 93 years, having 
lived through both the Revolution and 
the Civil War.  She survived being cap-
tured by the Seneca Indians at age 7, 
the death of two husbands, and the 
early years of life in the wilderness 
along the Allegheny River.  Although 

she bore no chil-
dren of her own, 
she truly is 
mother to every 
descendant of Ca-
tharina Truby 
Rohrer Marshall.  

“Aunt 
Hovey” 

live very far from those early years of 
the 1800s.  At the dawn of the 21st 
century, we have an opportunity to 
reconnect and get to know each other.  
Let’s do that! 

Four Generations 
P. J. Marshall,  

Kelly Marshall,  

Adam Marshall, and 

Eli Marshall—16 months old. 

This newsletter is one aspect of that ef-
fort.  I invite all who members of a de-
scendant family of John Marshall 
and Catharina Truby Rohrer or of 
the Rohrer half-siblings to contribute 
to this effort over the next months and 
years.  Please contact me with family in-
formation and news, photos, and stories 
of interest to members of our related 
families.   

We’ve settled both near and far from our 
ancestral home in Greensburg, West-
moreland County, Pennsylvania—and we 

Mary Ann Hovey—Aunt and “Mother” to the Family 
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Jared S. Hawk, son of Russell E. 
Hawk, Jr., and Karen Marshall Hawk, 
graduated from The University of Pitts-
burgh Law School in May 2004 and was 
admitted to the Pennsylvania Bar later in 
the summer.  Among the honors he earned 
during his law school years were the Or-

der of the Coif, an organization made up of 
students graduating in the top ten percent 
of the class; the Order of the Barristers, a 
national organization honoring oral advo-
cacy and writing skills; Executive Editor, 
Journal of Law & Commerce; and the Best 
Brief Award, Appellate Moot Court Com-

petition.  He graduated in 2001 from 
Penn State with highest distinction, 
earning a degree in political science.  
Jared and his wife Holly Mitchell 
Hawk make their home on the East 
End of Pittsburgh.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jared Hawk, Attorney at Law 
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Jared is a 2004 Graduate of 
the University of Pittsburgh Law 

School, magna cum laude,     
and is employed with Kirkpatrick 

and Lockhart in Pittsburgh. 



Charles S. L. Robinson was a de-
scendant of Elizabeth Rohrer Rob-
inson (1792-1881) through her son 
Samuel Marshall Robinson (1830-
1908), and her grandson Charles 
Prosser Robinson (1863-1947). 

Robinson was a graduate of Parker 
High School and Harvard College and 
was, by profession, a nuclear engi-
neer.  He was heir to the Hovey-
Robinson lands and home in Hovey 
Township, Armstrong County, Penn-
sylvania, where he spent the last dec-
ades of his life. 

I met Professor Robinson in the late 
1970s and began periodic correspon-
dence and in-person conversations 

which continued through the sum-
mer of 2001, when my cousin Jimmy 
Marshall and I visited him at his 
home for the last time—see the photo 
above.  His interest in the story of 
our family never abated.  He was 
fond of recounting the kidnapping of 

Polly Truby Hovey by the Seneca 
Indians in the 1770s.  He also was 
proud of his family’s links to the Robin-
son United Methodist Chapel, across 
the road from his home, and to the 
Episcopal Memorial Church of Our Fa-
ther in Foxburg.  He always was eager 
to talk about family, church and books. 

The Rev. James A. Marshall (Jimmy) 
and I are third cousins, descendants of 
John Marshall (1803-1889),—
Elizabeth Rohrer’s half-brother—
through his son William Kelker Mar-
shall (1829-1911).  Samuel Marshall 
Robinson and William K. Marshall 
were full cousins. 

Professionally, I am an Episcopal clergy-
man serving currently the two congrega-
tions of the New Song Episcopal Shared 
Ministry in the Mahoning Valley of east-
ern Ohio—St. James’ Church, Boardman, 
and St. Augustine’s, Youngstown.  I’ve fo-
cused my work over the past dozen years 
on helping smaller, at-risk congregations 
deal with their changed ministry situa-
tions.   

I’ll say something about my children and 
their lives in another issue!  My family 
history research of the past quarter cen-
tury has been to a great extent for them 
and all their distant cousins, as our family 
moves into the 21st century. 

For the dozen or so distant kinfolk who 
will receive this newsletter—cousins who 
only know me through the wonders of the 
internet—here’s something about me.   

I’m descended from John and Catharina 
Marshall through their son John (1803-
1889), their grandson William Kelker 
Marshall (1829-1911), and his eleventh 
child, Earl Jay Marshall (1878-1941).  
My grandfather was Clifford W. Mar-
shall (1897-1964).  I was born in Kittan-
ning, Pennsylvania, in 1951, the son of P. 
J. Marshall and Betty Shankle Mar-
shall.  My parents still live in Kittanning, 
in their home of fifty years. 

In Tribute to Charles S. L. Robinson  (1912-2002) 

Locating Me 

 

 

Alex & Ava 
Imposimato 

of  

Woodbury,  
Minnesota 

AVA IMPOSIMATO may well be our newest 
family member.  Born 07 July 2004, Ava is 
the daughter of Susan and Tony Imposi-
mato of Woodbury, Minnesota.  Susan’s par-
ents are Dave and Connie Mondok, and 
Connie is the daughter of Twyde E. Mar-
shall (1923-1949) and Eva Bradley Mar-
shall Tataseo.  Ava joins her older brother 
Alexander (Alex), who was born 03 December 
2001. Tony is a pilot for Northwest Airlines, 
and Susan works as a dental hygienist. 

The Family’s Newest Member ! 

The Rohrer-

Marshall Siblings 
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Robinson 

Frederick A.Rohrer 
 

Andrew Marshall 

Samuel Marshall 

John Marshall 

Mary Ann Marshall 

Bailey 
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Marshall (1857-1937) and posting 
them online—see the website informa-
tion above.  This project entailed learn-
ing something of the geography of 
Washington Township, Jefferson 
County, Pennsylvania—the site of  lum-
ber camps in which the William Kelker 
Marshall family made a home in the 
1850s though the mid-1870s. 

♦   The great fun of discovering the  
identity of one of the six orphans 
brought back to Pennsylvania from the 
Ohio frontier in 1806 by Mary Ann 
Hovey—the sister of their mother Ca-
tharina Truby Rohrer Marshall.  
Other family researchers and I have 
been flummoxed by the seeming 
“disappearance” of Frederick Rohrer, 
born 17 July 1794, from the records.  
Locating his 1882 obituary in the 
Greensburg Evening Press showed that 
he lived a long and productive life right 
where he had been born—Greensburg.  
He was Colonel Frederick Augustus 
Rohrer, brother of Elizabeth Rohrer 
Robinson and half-brother of the four 
Marshall siblings. 

My new home in Boardman, Ohio, 
places me geographically in an ideal 
place for family research.  The year 
2004 brought the following new infor-
mation, connections and projects. 

♦   Locating the probate files of Andrew 
Marshall (1800-1832).  These records 
are from Wheeling, Virginia, and are 
located in the West Virginia History 
Center at WVU in Morgantown.  Al-
though I’ve not yet made my way 
through all the data, of key importance 
is the information that Marshall was 
lost on the Ohio River, south of Wheel-
ing, in or after January 1832.  The re-
cords also seem to indicate that the 
home of his widow, Barbara McQuis-
ton Marshall and their four-year-old 
son, Andrew E. Marshall, was de-
stroyed in the Great Flood of February 
1832—just the next month. The sad 
story of early deaths and orphaned chil-
dren follows this line of our family for 
four generations. 

♦   Annotating the written recollections 
of my great-great uncle John Leathers 

♦   Surfing online genealogical sites and 
finding the accurate name of my great-
great uncle Frank Marshall, who moved 
with his family to the state of Washing-
ton in the early years of the 20th cen-
tury and kept apple orchards near Car-
son.  Misidentified in my early research 
as “Frank Clinton Marshall”, he is 
Henry Frank Marshall (1867-1922), 
the son of William K. Marshall and 
Anna Mary Rumbarger—and is 
named after a Civil War brother of each 
of his parents.  I hope to connect soon 
with his descendants—our distant cous-
ins in the Northwest. 

♦   Connecting with Sue McGough 
Veal of Lubbock, Texas.  Sue is a de-
scendant of Samuel Marshall (1802-
1835).  Sue’s son, Edward Marshall 
Veal, is an avid genealogist and has 
given one of his sons the name Mar-
shall.  Sue’s husband David is a retired 
Episcopal priest, having served as 
Canon to the Ordinary for the Diocese of 
Northwest Texas. 

Kelly Marshall 
788 Wildwood Drive 

Boardman  OH  44512-3241 
 

marshallfamily@zoominternet.net 

Some 2004 Research Advances! 

Family! 
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family updates and current research on the several  
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We’re on the Web! 
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Marshall/ 


