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     Family stories are 

treasures!  If we never hear 

them, if we don’t write them 

down or pass them on, we’ve 

lost a major piece of our heri-

tage. 

     Last winter, I was looking 

through old photos with my 

parents, when we came 

across the picture you see on 

this page—a man, a horse, 

and the family’s barn in the 

background.  This is Lee 
Philo Williams (1872-

1947), my Grandmother 

Marshall’s father.  He was a 

farmer in Madison Town-

ship, Armstrong County, 

Pennsylvania, near the vil-

lage of Kellersburg. 

     I asked my father, P. J. 
Marshall, if he recalled the 

name of the horse in the pic-

ture.  He said, “That’s Kit 

with Grandpa Williams.”  

Then he laughed and told me 

this story: 

     Kit was a two-year-old 

horse that came by train 

from the West, to the Penn-

sylvania Railroad station in 

Kittanning—the county seat 

of Armstrong County.  When 

dad was a teenager in the 

1930s, he and his Grandfa-

ther Williams both rode the 

horse George to Kittanning, 

to retrieve this new horse.  

Dad’s job was to ride Kit 
back north to the Williams 

Farm. 

     My Dad and Kit did well 

until they came to the dam 

below Templeton.  They were 

greeted by the shrill surprise 

of a train whistle, and the 

loud noise spooked Kit.  The 

horse bucked and slid down 

an embankment toward the 

Allegheny River.  Dad 

jumped clear, and his Grand-

dad jumped off George and 

hurried over to assess the 

damage.  Kit was a bit 

scraped, but beyond the ex-

citement everyone was all 

right! 

     I was happy to hear this 

bit of daily life from my fa-

ther’s younger years.  Who 

knew that western horses 

came by train to Kittanning 

for Armstrong County farms 

in the 1930s?  Or that my 

Dad and his Grandpa had 

such a swell adventure?  

What sto-

ries do 

you have 

to share 

with all of 

us?  

Send them, 

along with 

pictures if 

you like, 

and I’ll 

make sure 

your sto-

ries are 

told! 

Did you know that 

Samuel Marshall, 

(1803-1835) 

was Postmaster  

at Foxburg, in what 

was then  

Venango County, PA, 

in 1832? 

Source:  A Gazetteer of the State of 

Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 1832 

2005 Marshall Family Reunion—Saturday, 13 August 

A Marshall Reunion Photo from the 1970s 

    Mark your calendar now for the an-

nual  family picnic, held near Kittan-

ning on the second Saturday in Au-

gust.  You’ve never joined us before?  

Write, phone, or email me for direc-

tions and details. 

    This year’s event will be the 32nd 
gathering of descendants of William 
K. Marshall (1829-1911) and Anna 
Mary Rumbarger (1838-1924), with 

most of us descending through their 

son Earl Jay Marshall (1878-1941) 

and Rose B. Haugh (1882-1918).  

William K. Marshall was the oldest 

son of John Marshall—see the chart 

on page 3! 
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     One of the earliest bits of oral 
Marshall family history I recall 
hearing was this:  Our ancestor 
John Marshall (about 1761 to 1806) 
was a cousin  of the renowned Chief 
Justice John  Marshall (1755-1835) 
of the United State Supreme Court.  
One thing I’ve learned over a quar-
ter-century of researching and 
thinking about family history is 
this:  Don't readily discount the 
family stories which have been 
important enough for one genera-
tion to tell the next.  This strand 
of our family’s story is widespread, 
having been relayed to me from  
these varied sources: 
 

♦  The John Marshall (1803-1889) 
family of Parker City, Armstrong 
County, Pennsylvania.  This family 
has told the story through descen-
dants of his son William K. Marshall 
(1829-1911) and his daughter, Mary 
Ann Marshall Turk (1827-1915).  
My grandfather, Clifford W. Mar-
shall and his cousin Laura Heffner 
Wilson, my third cousin Vicki Mar-
shall Dunn, and distant cousin, 
Charlotte Turk Dean all told me 
about the Chief Justice Marshall 
connection; and Howard Zollinger, 
son of Mary Allison Turk Zollinger, 
heard this story from his mother. 
 

♦ The Samuel Marshall (1801-
1835) family of Venango County, 
Pennsylvania; in particular, descen-
dant Sue McGough Veal of Texas, 
heard this account through the 
McGough descendants of Samuel 
and Phebe Marshall. 
 

♦  The Mary Ann Marshall Bailey 
(1804-1895) family of Parker re-
counted the story through Sarah 
Cooper Avey, whose 1987 work My 
Pennsylvania Ancestors records 
many family memories; and through 
Jane E. Cooper, California attorney 
and fellow family history researcher. 
 

♦  The Elizabeth Rohrer Robinson 
(1792-1881) family of Hovey Town-
ship, Armstrong County.  Betsy 
Robinson was a half-sister of the 
Marshall children through their 
mother, Catharina Truby Rohrer 
Marshall.  The Chief Justice con-
nection was repeated to me by her 
descendant, the late Charles S. L. 
Robinson (see Volume 1, Number 1 
of Family! ). 
 

     So this account was a very 
strong and quite broad tradition 
among Marshall, Turk, Bailey and 
Robinson kin in the Parker area and 
beyond.  As living memory, it came 
through the generations right down 
to our own time. 
 

      Jane E. Cooper is my some-
time-collaborator on early Marshall/ 
Truby/Rohrer family research.  She 
and I have different angles on this.  
Hers is that the family tradition is 
so powerful that there has to be 
something to it—and that we would 
do well to search the records of Jus-
tice Marshall's Virginia family to 
identify the connection.  She postu-
lates that our Irish-born ancestor 
John Marshall made his way across 
the Atlantic to his Virginia kinfolk, 
but that his wander-lust drove him 
further west: first to Greensburg, 
Westmoreland County, Pennsyl-
vania and then to the Ohio wilder-
ness, where he met his untimely 
death.  
  

      My angle is this: Marshall ap-
peared suddenly in Greensburg in 
the late 1790s and promptly mar-
ried the widowed daughter of Colo-
nel Christopher Truby, a leading 
citizen of the town.  She had two  
Rohrer children from her previous  
 
 

marriage, and four Marshall children 
were born to this couple before they 
left Greensburg for Ohio in late 1805.  
The memory in the Turk family (see 
the box on page three) is that Marshall 
was Irish-born—and his son John 
Marshall (1803-1889) indicates in the 
1870 census that his father was for-
eign-born.  My pet theory--totally un-
substantiated--is that Marshall’s sud-
den appearance in Greensburg has to 
do with hightailing it out of Ireland 
because of the 1798 Rising against 
George III.   My only clue besides the 
timing is that among his books when 
he died in 1806 was one entitled His-
tory of the Society of United Irishmen.  
This was the rebel group.  
 

     Marshall died when his children 
were babies, they knew next to nothing 
about his family, and they were reared 
by their mother’s people.  And isn’t 
there is a predisposition in families to 
establish a link with a famous person?  
So this Chief Justice story could have 
been a way of giving the Marshall chil-
dren roots they had lost because of not 
knowing their father. 
 

     Anyway, we're up against a brick 
wall with “our” John Marshall.  Where 
do we find him before 1798?   
Jane’s approach is to research the Vir-
ginia Marshalls—the family of the 
Chief Justice.  Mine is to research Ire-
land.  Maybe records exist there for a 
John Marshall born about 1761, who 
has relatives named Andrew and Sam-
uel—the names of his first two sons.  
And perhaps the truth will include 
both approaches.   
 

     If you have clues, evidence, varia-
tions of this family tradition, or great 
ideas, please share them!  One of these 
years, we’ll uncover the truth behind 
this extensive  family tradition. 

 

Reflections by Kelly Marshall on this im-
portant family story. 
 

Note below the name of one of John 
Marshall’s books—History of the So-

ciety of United Irishmen—scanned 
from the 1806 inventory of his estate. 
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Grandma Marshall’s Ginger Cookies 

1 cup molasses; 1/2 cup sugar; 1 tablespoon baking pow-

der; 1/2 cup shortening; 1/2 cup hot water; 1 egg; 4 cups 

of flour; 1 teaspoon ginger; sugar 

Combine the molasses, sugar and soda; beat until 

frothy.  Add the shortening, hot water, egg, flour and 

ginger.  This makes a very soft dough.  Cover and chill it 

for two hours; then roll it out, sprinkle sugar on the 

dough, and cut the cookies.  Bake at 350 degrees for 12-

15 minutes. 

This recipe from my Grandmother, Florence Williams 
Marshall (1900-1989), reminds me that her cookie jar 

was never empty until age prevented her from baking.  

She usually baked from memory, and her handwritten 

copy of this recipe is a bit of a mystery.  Several family 

members have tried it—and we never think our cookies 

are quite as good as Grandma’s.  Is this merely memory 

 

For those of us descended from Rose B. 
Haugh and her husband, Earl Jay 
Marshall, two recently published books 

by our cousin Richard Holben of Ari-

zona are fun and informative reading.  

Dick has a way of telling the family’s 

story which is at once readable and care-

fully accurate.  His research of many 

years benefits all who are rooted in these 

Pennsylvania families.  Of particular 

interest to me was the story of ancestor 

Irvin Robinson Long, a son of that 

legendary Long family of Jefferson 

County hunters, and a Civil War casu-

alty.  

Dick’s research tracks our Haugh/Haak 

ancestors from Germany, through their 

1733 arrival in Pennsylvania, and ulti-

mately to their cross-state trek to Jeffer-

son County by about 1846.  Nicholas, 

our emigrant Long/Lang ancestor, came to 

Philadelphia in 1736, also from Germany.  

His grandson Ludwig would arrive in Jef-

ferson County’s wilderness early—by about 

1806. 

You can order copies of either The Long 
Family or The Haugh Family by contacting 

Dick at  
 

 3659 Via de la Gaviota,  

 Green Valley   AZ   85614;  
 

or by emailing him at  
 

dickholben@cox.net 
 

COST: $9.95 each, with $2.00 shipping and 
handling charge per order.  Orders for more 
than one copy to the same address are only 
$2.00  per order for shipping.. 

THAT FAMILY WEBSITE! 
     For all their marvels, computers 

remain a basic mystery to me, al-

though I’m making progress!  I know 

it’s largely a generational thing.  Any 

chance someone of a younger and 

more computer-savvy generation 

can help me figure out how to upload 

pictures to our family website?   

     Check it out—the URL is beside the 

address label on the back page.  Let 

me know if you can help.  Thanks! 

    KellyKellyKellyKelly                         

Dick Holben’s HAUGH and LONG Research 

Apple Pie, A Tour of Parker and Samson 

The Rohrer-

Marshall Sibli
ngs 

 

Elizabeth Roh
rer 

Robinson 

Frederick A. 
Rohrer 

 

Andrew Marsh
all 

Samuel Marsh
all 

John Marshal
l 

Mary Ann Ma
rshall 

Bailey 
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From a 1914 article about  

Samuel Marshall Turk  
(1863-1942):    

[John Marshall, emigrant 

ancestor]  “was born in Ireland, of 

Scotch-Irish parentage, and was a 

pioneer in Westmoreland county, 

Pa. He married Catharina Truby, 

who was of German birth and 

ancestry.”  
 

(Armstrong County, Pennsylvania: Her 
People, Past and Present, J. B. Beers & 
Company, Chicago: 1914, pp. 783-784) 

 

Note: Catharina Truby was 

Pennsylvania-born, as were both her 

parents; however, they were German-

speaking Pennsylvanians. 

Look at the size of that dog!  He is SAMSON, the St. Bernard who lives 

with Sam and Donna Turk of Emlenton, Pennsylvania.  Samson is the latest 

in a series of this large breed which the Turks have loved over the years.  I 

recently visited Sam, Donna and Samson to enjoy with them a day of family 

conversation, Donna’s freshly-baked apple pie, and an extensive tour of 

Parker with Sam, who grew up there.  A visit to the ancestral Marshall and 

Turk burial places in the Presbyterian Cemetery reminded me that the survey 

of family graves my children and I made in the late 1970s is due for an up-

date.  Sam showed me the site of his high school (the former J. Thomas and 

Sarah Bailey Cooper mansion), of his grandfather’s drug store and home, and  

of other family-related places.  Sam is a descendant of Mary Ann Marshall 
Turk (1827-1915) and John Turk (1824-1899); and Mary Ann was the 

daughter of John Marshall—see the chart to the right. 

playing a happy trick on 

us, or does Grandma’s 

gift of her written recipe 

assure that no one’s gin-

ger cookies will be as 

good as hers? 



Five” onward.  This means that the 

information about most of us which 

appeared more than a quarter-

century ago is unchanged—that up-

date will be another project.  Com-

puter genealogy programs available 

today will make the collation and 

documentation of all that data much 

easier.  I hope many family mem-

bers will share updated information 

with me, so that we can print a cur-

rent genealogy before the end of the 
decade. 
 

     That update can include photo-

graphs.  I greatly will appreciate 

family members sharing pictures of 

themselves, their parents, grand-

parents, and assorted other rela-

tives and ancestors.  I can scan 

them and quickly return the origi-

nals.  Or email your already-

scanned photos to me at  

marshallfamily@zoominternet.net. 

     Between 1975 and 1981, I printed 

a series of papers which in time 

formed a book-of-sorts for those in-

terested in the Marshall family’s 

story.  Included was a preliminary 

genealogy, crafted from family data 

which many shared with me prior to 

1982.  The “Papers of Interest” de-

tailed this and that about our fam-

ily’s earlier days. 

     What a sea change in technology 

since then!  I’ve been working over 

the past three years to enter all that 

original data into the computer, to 

correct obvious errors, and to add 

some current notes.  I hope to have 

this 2005 reprint completed by 

the end of the year. 

     Over the years, I’ve added quite a 

bit of research on the first four gen-

erations of our family’s genealogy.  

I’ll include this in the update; how-

ever, I’ve not tried to bring up to 

speed anything from “Generation 

Kelly Marshall 
788 Wildwood Drive 

Boardman  OH  44512-3241 
 

marshallfamily@zoominternet.net 

Papers of Interest: Reprinting the 1975-1981 Work 

We’re on the Web! 

familytreemaker.genealogy.com/

users/m/a/r/Kelly-Marshall/ 

MARSHALL 
2005 Reprint and Update 

The 1976-1981 Genealogy: 
Descendants of John Marshall  
and Catharina Truby Rohrer 

 

 With An Addendum for the   

First Generation Descendants  

of Frederick Rohrer, Junior,  

and his Wife Catharina Truby  

 

Coming this year! 

Family! 

is a publication designed to share family 
news, photos, stories, recipes and  

current research on the several  
DESCENDANT FAMILIES  

of John Marshall (1761-1806) and  
Catharina Truby Rohrer (1763-1806) of 

Greensburg, Pennsylvania, 
and of her Rohrer children. 


